
  
 

TWELFTH MEETING 

SADIS OPERATIONS GROUP 
(Bangkok, Thailand, 4 to 6 June 2007) 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY1 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The twelfth meeting of the SADIS Operations Group (SADISOPSG/12) was held in the 
Asia/Pacific (ASIA/PAC) Regional Office, Bangkok, 4 to 6 June 2007.  The meeting was attended by 
twenty-one experts from seven States, the representative of the focal point of the EUR OPMET Bulletin 
Management Group (BMG) and two international organizations (the International Air Transport 
Association (IATA) and the World Meteorological Organization (WMO)). 

1.2 The Chairman, Dr. Th. L. van Stijn, presided over the meeting throughout its duration. 

2. FOLLOW-UP OF SADISOPSG/11 CONCLUSIONS 

2.1 With regard to the follow-up of the SADISOPSG/11 conclusions, the group noted that 
action had been completed on all the issues except for Conclusions 11/12, 11/13 b), 11/18, 11/19 b), 
11/21 and 11/24 c). These conclusions have either been reinstated, expected to be completed by 
August 2007 or not pursued due to the reasons stated in the report (Decision 12/1). 

3. OPERATION OF THE SADIS 

3.1 With regard to the list of SADIS operational focal points, the group concurred that it 
provided useful contacts for the SADIS Provider State and the ICAO Regional Offices to resolve 
operational issues, and agreed that ICAO should update the list in time for the dispatch of the SADIS 
efficacy questionnaire in December 2007 (Conclusion 12/2). 

3.2 The group reviewed the operation of SADIS during 2006/2007 based on the annual 
management report from the SADIS Provider State and on responses from forty-two States to the annual 
questionnaire on the operational efficacy of the SADIS broadcast.  Concerning the annual questionnaire, 
the group was pleased to note the positive developments that had taken place in the increased percentage 
of States using BUFR-coded significant weather (SIGWX) forecasts and in the installation of SADIS 2G 
reception.  The group agreed that the same format should continue to be used in future consultations 
(Decision 12/3). The group also agreed that the SADIS broadcast continued to meet the operational 
requirements during the period under review and that the SADIS Cost Recovery Administrative Group 
(SCRAG) be informed accordingly (Conclusion 12/4). 

3.3 The group reviewed the SADIS inventory for 2006/2007.  In order to ensure that SADIS 
continued to meet the approved operational requirements, amendments to the inventory were made based 
on proposals by the SADIS Provider State to take account of minor changes in the proportions of resource 
usage.  The updated inventory would be forwarded to the Chairman of SCRAG (Conclusion 12/5). 
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4. CONTENT OF THE SADIS BROADCAST 

4.1 OPMET data 

4.1.1 The group considered the content of Annex 1 to the SADIS User Guide (SUG) which lists 
the requirements of OPMET data to be broadcast on the SADIS.  The group was pleased to note that the 
currency of information related to the aerodrome forecast (in meteorological code form) (TAF) in 
Annex 1 was expected to improve in the future with the introduction of the global database encompassing 
information pertaining to all FASID Tables MET 1A. Regarding the recurrent requests for the inclusion 
of additional MET data in the SADIS broadcasts or SADIS FTP Service, the group agreed that, in 
principle, no additional data to that listed in Annexes 1 and 4 would be included therein (Decision 12/6).  
To improve the availability of OPMET data, the Secretariat was requested to invite States to fully 
implement the dissemination of OPMET data from all the aerodromes included in the aerodrome 
operational planning (AOP) tables to the SADIS gateway, in accordance with the SADIS User Guide, 
Annex 1 (Conclusion 12/7). 

4.1.2 The group endorsed the draft amendment to Annex 1 to the SUG proposed by users with 
the understanding that a) the requirements for TAF would have to be in accordance with FASID Tables 
MET 1A and that b) all the requirements for 9-hour TAF for VOLMET be eliminated (Conclusion 12/8). 

4.2 WAFS forecasts 

4.2.1 With regard to Annex 4 to the SUG, listing the WAFS forecasts included in the SADIS 
broadcast, the group endorsed amendments thereto related, inter alia, to changes to the description of 
SWH and SWM bulletins in the BUFR code form (Decision 12/9). With regard to the issuance of 
overlapping BUFR bulletins with WAFC London and WAFC Washington headers, respectively, the 
group concluded that the dissemination of these bulletins on the SADIS should continue since the 
elimination of one header would lead to the need to upgrade the software of all end-user systems 
(Decision 12/10). 

5. DEVELOPMENT OF THE SADIS 

5.1 Report of the SADISOPSG Gateway Development Team 

5.1.1 Concerning changes to the real-time monitoring related to SIGMET by the SADIS 
Provider State, the group was pleased to note that the verification of the insertion of a flight information 
region (FIR) indicator before the FIR name in SIGMET had been integrated into the SIGMET analysis 
tool.  However, in view of the poor level of implementation, the SADIS Provider State had not been in a 
position to implement this tool; therefore, the group agreed that the Secretariat should remind States of 
the importance of implementing the correct SIGMET format (Conclusion 12/11). With regard to the 
identification of missing sequence numbers in SIGMET, the group decided that a dummy number “9” be 
used (Decision 12/12). The group noted that the SADIS Gateway Operations Handbook, had been 
updated to render it compatible with Annex 3 and requested the Secretariat to include the updated version 
on the SADISOPSG website (Conclusion 12/13). 

5.1.2 Concerning the harmonization of the OPMET content between the SADIS and the 
international satellite communications system (ISCS) broadcasts, the group noted that the SADISOPSG 
Gateway Development Team had undertaken a feasibility study and requested the SADISOPSG Gateway 
Development Team to prepare a report on the work being carried out in time for the next meeting 
(Conclusion 12/14). 
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5.1.3 In view of the work to be undertaken by the new WMO Expert Team (ET) on the use of 
extensible mark-up language (XML) for aeronautical meteorological messages, the group agreed that the 
work of the SADISOPSG Gateway Development Team on the impact of the introduction of the BUFR 
code form on SADIS should be suspended until the results of this ET were known (Decision 12/15). 

5.2 Report of the SADISOPSG Strategic Assessment Team 

5.2.1 Based on a report provided by the Rapporteur of the SADISOPSG Strategic Assessment 
Team, the group reviewed the content of the strategic assessment tables and requested that ICAO forward 
copies of the tables to the PIRGs concerned so that they may form the basis for the next regional update in 
respect of future SADIS requirements (Conclusion 12/16). 

5.3 Report of the SADISOPSG Technical Development Team 

5.3.1 The group noted that the SADIS 2G could now be considered well established, fully 
operational and compliant with the operational user requirements. With regard to the activities related to 
the expected improvements to SADIS FTP Service, the group noted that work in this area would be 
undertaken during 2007/2008 and that a report would be presented at the next meeting of the group. 

5.4 Report of the SADISOPSG Workstation Software Team 

5.4.1 The group noted that the Fifty-eighth Session of the WMO Executive Council 
(June 2006) had requested the WMO Secretary General to establish a trust fund to ensure that the least 
developed countries had access to WAFS products.  In view of the work being undertaken by WMO in 
this area, the group concurred that there was no need for the SADISOPSG Workstation Software Team to 
continue its activities (Decision 12/17). 

5.5 Alternative SADIS 2G hardware 

5.5.1 The group reviewed the developments related to new hardware that could be used as an 
alternative to the standard SADIS 2G hardware.  Concerning this alternative SADIS 2G hardware, the 
SADIS Provider State was requested to clarify the certification standards, complete the final evaluations 
of its operational capability and assess the desirability of recommending that this hardware be brought 
into the commercial workplace (Conclusion 12/18). 

5.6 SADIS Internet-based FTP Service 

5.6.1 The group was pleased to note that the implementation of the Public Key Infrastructure 
(PKI) had begun, that the initial installation of the Network Intrusion Prevention System (NIPS) had been 
completed and that the Host Intrusion Prevention System (HIPS) and Dual Server Operation would be 
implemented by 2008 and 2009, respectively. The SADISOPSG Technical Developments Team was 
requested to review updated material prepared by the SADIS Provider State in between SADISOPSG 
meetings and to include its findings in the annual report to the SADISOPSG (Conclusion 12/19). 

5.7 Changes to the back-up configuration 

5.7.1 With regard to the back-up configuration, the group was pleased to note that the SADIS 
Provider State would implement a connection to ISCS/2 in August 2007.  The group requested that the 
SADIS Provider State, upon completion of the installation and testing of the backup service to SADIS, 
prove resilience of the service with the real-time environment by way of back-up tests and report the 
outcome to the SADISOPSG/13 Meeting (Conclusion 12/20). 
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5.8 Long-term planning of SADIS 

5.8.1 The group endorsed the five-year long-term plan developed by the SADIS Provider State 
(Decision 12/21) and requested that the SADIS Provider State include an estimate of the scope (i.e. major 
versus minor) and nature (i.e. hardware and/or software impacted) of the future changes on SADIS users 
as part of the long-term plan, in time for the SADISOPSG/13 Meeting (Conclusion 12/22). 

6. SADIS USER GUIDE (SUG) 

6.1 The group noted that amendments to the SUG would be necessary to take into account 
the phasing out of the SADIS 1G broadcast, Amendment 74 to Annex 3 and the use of PNG chart form 
instead of T4 charts for volcanic ash advisories in graphical format.  The group requested that the SADIS 
Provider State, in coordination with the Secretariat, prepare the draft amendment for review by the 
SADISOPSG/13 Meeting (Conclusion 12/23).  

7. FUTURE WORK PROGRAMME 

7.1 The group reviewed and updated its work programme and executive summaries for the 
tasks in the work programme (Decision 12/24). 

8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

8.1 Data losses occurring with the SADIS 2 G 

8.1.1 The group took note of the data losses at recently installed SADIS 2G VSAT stations in 
the EUR Region and considered that such problems could be detrimental to the success of the SADIS 2G 
programme.  It requested that the SADIS Provider State should address this issue as a matter of urgency 
and report back to the SADISOPSG/13 Meeting (Conclusion 12/25). 

 

— END — 


